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Synopsis

No aircraft ever captured the curiosity & fascination of the public like the SR-71 Blackbird.
Nicknamed "The Sled" by those few who flew it, the aircraft was shrouded in secrecy from its
inception. Entering the U.S. Air Force inventory in 1966, the SR-71 was the fastest, highest flying jet
aircraft in the world. Now for the first time, a Blackbird pilot shares his unique experience of what it
was like to fly this legend of aviation history. Through the words & photographs of retired Major
Brian Shul, we enter the world of the "Sled Driver." Major Shul gives us insight on all phases of
flying, including the humbling experience of simulator training, the physiological stresses of wearing
a space suit for long hours, & the intensity & magic of flying 80,000 feet above the Earth’s surface at
2000 miles per hour. "Sled Driver" takes the reader through riveting accounts of the rigors of initial
training, the gamut of emotions experienced while flying over hostile territory, & the sheer joy of
displaying the jet at some of the world’s largest airshows. lllustrated with rare photographs, seen
here for the first time, "Sled Driver" captures the mystique & magnificence of this most unique of all

aircraft.
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Customer Reviews

No aircraft ever captured the curiosity & fascination of the public like the SR-71 Blackbird.
Nicknamed "The Sled" by those few who flew it, the aircraft was shrouded in secrecy from its
inception. Entering the U.S. Air Force inventory in 1966, the SR-71 was the fastest, highest flying jet
aircraft in the world. Now for the first time, a Blackbird pilot shares his unique experience of what it

was like to fly this legend of aviation history. Through the words & photographs of retired Major



Brian Shul, we enter the world of the "Sled Driver." Major Shul gives us insight on all phases of
flying, including the humbling experience of simulator training, the physiological stresses of wearing
a space suit for long hours, & the intensity & magic of flying 80,000 feet above the Earth’s surface at
2000 miles per hour. "Sled Driver" takes the reader through riveting accounts of the rigors of initial
training, the gamut of emotions experienced while flying over hostile territory, & the sheer joy of
displaying the jet at some of the world’s largest airshows. lllustrated with rare photographs, seen
here for the first time, "Sled Driver" captures the mystique & magnificence of this most unique of all

aircraft.

Impressive book and the price was the best | have seen it. | am very pleased.

Best book written on the SR-71. Great photos.

Love the book. | have already lent it to three people who read it and returned it with the same

comment. Outstanding book

Puts you in the driver’s seat. a great read!

This is a must-read for anyone interested in the SR-71. The photographs in this book are

outstanding and unique. A captivating, first-person account by the pilot of the SR-71.

Great value. Collector’s trophy item.

Great book.

The original story of flying the worlds fastest jet by a great man and expert photographer. He is an

inspiration to young kids when our great pilots of today may be sitting in a computer room looking at

a screen.
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